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“There is no 
better way 
to learn than 





Misael Alejandre is going 
places—quite literally. Now 
a junior in the College of 
Education, Alejandre has 
already gone on three study 
abroad trips to Jordan, Cuba 
and India.
“I would have gone to 
Lebanon in the spring and 
Poland in the summer had it 
not been for COVID-19,” says 
the 20-year-old from Cicero, Ill.
“Before you start college, 
everyone tells you to study 
abroad, but you don’t really 
understand why until you’ve 
done it. There is no better 
way to learn than to be able to 
experience what you’ve learned 
firsthand. It’s one thing to read 
about Petra, but it’s another 
thing entirely to be able to 
explore the city in person. It 
really gives a new layer to your 
education,” he says.
Born in Chicago to 
Mexican immigrants, Alejandre 
lived in different city neighbor-
hoods before the family settled 
in Cicero. 
“When my parents first 
came to this country they were 
undocumented and were not 
able to travel for fear of being 
deported. As a result, for me, 
traveling is a chance for my 
parents to travel along with 
me through my eyes,” says 
Alejandre, whose parents are 
now U.S. citizens. 
His father, who is blind 
because of a congenital disorder, 
was forced to drop out of high 
school at age 15, while his moth-
er was only able to study through 
the third grade. To support the 
family, Alejandre’s mother does 
janitorial work, and his father 
renovates and flips houses. Thus, 
education is a driving force for 
the Alejandre family.
“Our parents have always 
instilled in us that the one 
thing they really want us to 
do is pursue an education, 
especially higher education,” 
says Alejandre, who has two 
younger sisters. 
It was Alejandre’s 
eighth-grade language arts 
teacher, DePaul alumna Nelida 
Hurtado (EDU ’05), who first 
introduced him to DePaul. 
“She made a big impact on me. 
In a school where the majority 
of students were Latino, she 
A Student of the World
Misael Alejandre finds the world to be his greatest teacher
Marquee
was actually my first Latina 
teacher, which really allowed 
me to connect with her in a 
way that I wasn’t able to do in 
the past,” he says.
DePaul has been a place 
where Alejandre has been able 
to grow and learn. 
“One thing that I really am 
happy about is that DePaul 
really promotes diversity and 
inclusion. I have been able to 
experience different cultures, 
ethnicities and people, which 
has allowed me to gain a wider 
knowledge about cultures. It 
has also made me more proud 
of my own culture,” he says.
A talented actor, Alejandre is 
also a resident assistant and has 
participated in many student 
activities, including overseeing 
a food pantry drive—all while 
maintaining a high GPA.  
As for the future, Alejandre 
wants to teach history from a 
critical perspective. 
“At DePaul, I’ve really 
pushed myself to take classes 
that would give me a perspec-
tive that I wouldn’t necessarily 
experience myself. I hope to 
share that kind of critical 
thinking with a new generation 
of students,” he says.
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Last spring, DePaul closed its campuses and 
moved almost entirely online for the safety 
of our community. Now DePaul has started 
another academic year under the cloud of 
COVID-19, and students continue to face 
steep obstacles to completing their education.
To ensure that every student has the means 
to earn their degree and pursue their career 
goals, DePaul has embarked on a $60 million 
fundraising effort for 2020–21: Now We 
Must: The Campaign for DePaul’s Students.
“As a Vincentian community, we are 
called to respond to the needs of the most 
vulnerable, especially when those people are 
our own DePaul students. It’s our turn to do 
what must be done,” says Sasha Gerritson 
(MUS ’99), a DePaul Trustee and chair of 
the Now We Must campaign.
Dan Allen, vice president for advancement, 
says, “DePaul is dedicated to offering access 
to a high-quality education to students from 
diverse backgrounds and to supporting 
students’ urgent needs.” The campaign will 
target five areas crucial to student success: 
scholarships and financial aid, emergency 
assistance, technology and access, internships, 
and mental health and wellness.
Scholarships and financial aid are always 
needed, but there is an even greater need 
right now. There is usually a gap between 
the aid students receive and the total of 
what is needed—a gap they normally fill by 
working during the school year and summer. 
A lot of those students lost those jobs, and 
their families, who may have helped with 
educational expenses, may be unemployed 
as well and unable to contribute as they have 
in the past.
Emergency assistance through the Student 
Emergency Assistance Fund (SEAF) helps 
students with nontuition expenses such as 
rent and food. Dean of Students Ellen Herion 
Fingado says, “Normally, we have between 30 
and 40 requests a year, but during the spring 
term alone, we dispensed more than $570,000 
to 595 individual students. Our students are 
still very much in need. A SEAF gift can feel 
life-changing for students who felt like they 
were in their 11th hour.”
Technology and access are essential to online 
instruction, classroom research and assignment 
completion. Unfortunately, spotty internet 
connections, outdated computer equipment 
and other technology gaps have made it diffi-
cult for many students to keep up with their 
coursework. A new campaign fund will offer 
stipends to students for various technology 
needs, from laptops to internet service. 
Internships have been hard to come by 
during the pandemic. Gifts to this area will 
help pay students for unpaid projects and 
internships, and will provide stipends for net-
working opportunities. Students will be able 
to work with the Career Center to secure fees 
to join professional organizations. The funds 
also will be used to pay for LSAT, MCAT, CPA 
and other career-advancing exams.
Mental health and wellness among students 
have been strained by the pandemic. Shannon 
Suffoletto, director of health promotion and 
wellness and interim director of university 
counseling services, says, “The students who are 
seeking us are in more need than ever, and their 
needs are more complex.” Funds targeting this 
area will help students pay for services beyond 
the short-term or crisis counseling the university 
offers. These gifts will also help fund assessment 
tools, staff training and other resources.
Now We Must is ambitious, but as Allen 
says, “We believe that investing in our students 
is the best way to ensure a bright future for 
all of us.” 
To contribute to these or DePaul’s other 
funds, visit giving.depaul.edu.
Ambitious fundraising campaign 
aims to raise $60 million 
for DePaul’s students
Memoranda
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Join us on a virtual journey now through  
June 30, 2021, and share your DePaul pride.
Visit alumni.depaul.edu to download your Alumni Engagement 
Passport and navigate through each of the following activities:
JOIN US FOR A VIRTUAL EVENT.
Events are listed on this page, but you can visit our 
website (alumni.depaul.edu) for the latest event 
updates and to register.
FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA. 
Stay up to date on university news and activities by 
following @depaulalumni on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter.
MAKE AN IMPACT ON THE LIVES OF STUDENTS BY 
MAKING A GIFT. A gift of any size can make a big  
difference. Make your gift today at give.depaul.edu.
CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE. 
Watch an Alumni Experts video, download a Zoom 
background, check out our DePaul Playlist or show 
your DePaul pride in your favorite way.
Campus Events
Once your journey is complete, let us know at alumni.depaul.edu,  
and we’ll send you a DePaul luggage tag to show off your Blue 
Demon pride on your next trip.  
Everyone who participates also qualifies for up to four DePaul 
Swag Bag Raffles. The earlier you enter, the more chances you 
have to win! For more information, visit alumni.depaul.edu. 
Contact the Office of Alumni Relations at dpalumni@depaul.edu 
with any questions.
November
12 Virtual Nationwide 
LIGHTS UP! The Theatre 
School Gala
13 Virtual Nationwide 
Movement Workshop with 
Brendan Fernandes and Paige 
Fraser
December
3 Virtual Nationwide 
Mission Statement Dialogue
10 Virtual Nationwide 
Architectural Matters Talk with 
Artists Susan Giles, Mie Kongo 
and Yvette Mayorga
Go to events.depaul.edu/






17 Virtual Nationwide 
Zumba
17 Virtual Boston  
BIG EAST Networking Event
18 Virtual Bay Area  
BIG EAST Networking Event
19 Virtual Washington, D.C.  
BIG EAST Networking Event
December
 
1 Virtual Nationwide 
Perspectives on Racial Justice: 
Public Health Disparities
3 Virtual Nationwide 
Alumni Holiday Program
8 Virtual Nationwide 
Holiday Trivia
Visit alumni.depaul.edu for 
more events and to register. 
Please contact Office of Alumni 
Relations at alumnievents@
depaul.edu with any questions. 
Alumni Events
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Information privacy and security are vital issues 
that require our attention, especially with our 
increased reliance on virtual platforms during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While the help of IT 
departments may be harder to access for many 
of us, the good news is that most safeguards can 
be done by almost anyone. 
Every person who uses a device dependent 
on the internet should learn some basic security 
practices, as many threats are easily avoidable:
Use multifactor authentications for all sensi-
tive access. Multifactor authentication forces any 
login attempts to be verified by a secondary code, 
“push” or text from a phone that you physically 
own. This is typically offered for highly sensitive 
accounts such as your bank, credit card and loan 
accounts. If available, make sure to implement this 
for social media sites, such as LinkedIn, and for any 
sites you use as a verification site for other access.
Password essentials. Passwords should be 
long and kept confidential. Avoid using the same 
password on different sites. Do not use information 
such as family names, milestone dates, hobbies or 
anything else that can be accessed with a simple 
internet search. Also, never give away your pass-
word via phone, email or any other electronic 
communication. If you need to keep track of many 
different passwords, consider using a free or low-
cost password management tool, such as LastPass.
Think before you click. Do not click on 
links or open file attachments that you were 
not expecting or that come from sources with 
which you are not familiar. Very often, malicious 
software will hide and wait for you to activate it 
with a hasty click.
Be aware of your physical surroundings. 
This is especially true if you are connecting to the 
internet in public spaces. Do not trust any wireless 
access given to you, and use only a VPN while in 
a wireless environment, especially for something 
like accessing financial information. Be sure to 
keep your computer locked when not in use, and 
encrypt any device storage to prevent data loss.
Secure all your “IoT” (internet of things) 
devices. This means securing web cameras, 
doorbells, “personal assistants” (e.g., Alexa, 
Siri), TVs, Blu-ray players, video game consoles, 
baby monitors, smart home devices, automobile 
systems and any electronic device you have that 
connects to any resources by making sure you 
change all of the default passwords. These devices 
are often left unsecured with default credentials 
that can be accessed by intruders if not person-
alized and secured.
Have offline/off-site backups. Make sure 
you have offline electronic and paper backups for 
all your critical data. You cannot rely solely on 
your cloud backups, as you risk these becoming 
corrupted or infected. 
Added protection. Use antivirus and firewall 
protection to keep your system updated and 
patched.
Regular reviews. Review your online transac-
tions and credit reports regularly for suspicious 
activities and unauthorized access attempts.
Minimizing your vulnerabilities to would-be 
intruders requires a proactive approach. By imple-
menting these suggestions, you can help mitigate 
your risks and keep your data and devices safe.
Jean-Philippe Labruyère is the associate director of 
DePaul’s College of Computing and Digital Media’s 
Computer Information and Network Security Center 
and DePaul’s Information Assurance Center.
How to Guard Your 



















New VP of Enrollment 
Management
Soumitra Ghosh is now vice 
president of enrollment manage-
ment. Previously, he served as vice 
president of strategic enrollment 
management at Rowan University 
in Glassboro, N.J.
Sinai Urban Health–DePaul 
Research Fellows Named
DePaul announced the first cohort 
of Sinai Urban Health Institute–
DePaul Research Fellows; Joanna 
Buscemi, assistant professor of 
psychology; Fereshteh Ghahramani, 
assistant professor of information 
systems and computer security; 
Julia Lippert, assistant professor of 
health sciences; and Karyn Stewart, 
assistant professor of sociology.
Game Design Ranks with 
Princeton Review
The Princeton Review’s 2020 
rankings placed DePaul’s College of 
Computing and Digital Media 45th 
on its list of “Top 50 Undergraduate 
Schools to Study Game Design” and 
21st among its “Top 25 Graduate 
Schools to Study Game Design.” 
DePaul Recognized as First-Gen 
Forward Institution
NASPA’s Center for First-Genera-
tion Student Success recognized 
DePaul as a First-Gen Forward 
Institution for its commitment 
to first-generation students. 
Thus, the university is part of the 
2020-21 cohort of this professional 
organization of student affairs 
administrators in higher education. 
Milestones
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Tick TOK: Remembering 
Tau Omicron Kappa
Memories
What do you recall from your first days at 
DePaul? Moving in? Finding your classrooms?
For decades, incoming students have made 
rushing for a fraternity or sorority a fall tradition. 
From 1968 to 1976, DePaul students had 
another social group to consider—a “fratority” 
called Tau Omicron Kappa, or TOK.
The late Mary Dickson (LAS ’72) helped 
found TOK as a community-service organi-
zation that both men and women could join. 
“Mary was a very forceful figure and just very 
strong about making people feel a part of things, 
giving purpose and direction to the organization 
and what we hoped to do,” says TOK member 
Thom Dammrich (LAS ’74, MBA ’78, BUS 
MS ’85, DBA ’19).
Kathy Huska Race (CSH ’72) says TOK 
appealed to her “because it was an independent 
organization, and it had a social service bent.” 
Most TOK events were held on the Lincoln Park 
Campus. “It might be hard to imagine now, 
but the surrounding neighborhood was quite 
economically challenged,” Huska Race says. 
“Reaching out to the neighborhood gave us a 
sense of where we belonged in the community. 
“We focused on service activities that 
benefited the neighborhood and engaged the 
neighborhood children,” she continues. Food 
drives, Halloween parties and Christmas parties 
supported by donations allowed TOK members 
to provide entertainment and small packages of 
toys and candy to the children.
One poignant memory Huska Race has is 
of a Christmas party at which TOK members 
played Santa and his helpers: “I believe it was 
a little boy. One of his parents was ill, and he 
was asking Santa for the health of the parent.”
Bill Van Ornum (CSH ’75) also was attract-
ed to TOK’s service mission but emphasizes that 
there were “really good social activities. A road 
rally. Dances and parties.” 
The highlight of the year was TOK’s annual 
summer trip to the Dixon State School (now the 
Jack Mabley Developmental Center) in Dixon, 
Ill., a facility for individuals with developmental 
challenges. “That particular social event was a 
key point for me in my entire life,” says Van 
Ornum. “I made it one of my career goals 
to work with the developmentally disabled.” 
He made good on that vow by becoming a 
clinical psychologist working with emotionally 
disturbed children.
Dammrich says, “We go through life, and 
we experience a lot of things. I’ve spent a lot of 
my life trying to help women find their voice 
as leaders. I think a lot of that probably comes 
from my early experiences in TOK.”
Van Ornum is keeping memories of TOK alive 






























TOK members in 1971. Kathy Huska Race (CSH ’72) is third from the top of the left 




















New Business School Fellowships
A $1 million gift by the RSM US 
Foundation and RSM staff and 
partners who are DePaul alumni 
has established two endowed 
faculty fellowships in the Driehaus 
College of Business. The first RSM 
Fellow is Mary Mindak, an associate 
professor of accounting and 
management information systems.
Three Faculty Fulbright Awards 
Three DePaul faculty members 
were named Fulbright Scholars 
for the 2020–21 academic year. 
Professor Nezih Altay will be 
the visiting Fulbright-Hanken 
Distinguished Chair in Business and 
Economics at the Hanken School of 
Economics in Helsinki. Professor of 
Religious Studies Alexei Sivertsev 
will explore late antique synagogue 
floor mosaics in the Beth Shean 
area of Israel. Sue Fenty Studham, 
head of stage management in 
The Theatre School, will study 
decolonizing theatre production 
practice in Bali, Indonesia.
DePaul Top Service School
Catholic Volunteer Network named 
DePaul on its list of “Top Schools for 
Service.” DePaul is one of 14 schools 
so honored in the Midwest region.
New VP and General Counsel
Kathy Stieber is DePaul’s new vice 
president and general counsel. 
Stieber has served as deputy general 
counsel since 2007 and assistant 
university secretary since 2019.
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